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Union Club 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 

September 27, 1891 

O.C. Bosbyshell 

Dear Sir: 

If you can kindly do me a favor you will gratify both myself and a number of old 
Californians who are interested in establishing the historical fact of the discovery of gold in 
California in the year 1842 . 

A pamphlet published in Los Angeles accurately described the location. The San 
Francisquito Canyon - and details the circumstance of letters written by parties who got some of 
the gold at the time and sent it to the Philadelphia Mint. The pamphlet also wrote of the fact that 
those letters and the certificate of the Mint were deposited in the archives of the Society of 
California Pioneers. I wrote to Mr. Lull (the Secretary formerly) and to Mr. Marcellus the present 
Secty. 


They made diligent search for letters and the certificate of the mint, but nothing could be 
found. Probably, they say, in moving recently the quarters of the Society, the valuable 
memoranda was lost. 

Mr. Lull, however, who was Secty. at the time of deposit, assures me of the facts as 
narrated in the pamphlet. Knew the parties & everything connected. 

It seems too valuable a record to be lost, and I turn to you in hopes that you may kindly 
help us and verify the Mint certificate - particulars of which are on the final page of my note. - 
My cousin Thomas G. Morton M.D. of Chestnut St. would introduce me were I in Philadelphia. 

Yours very truly, 

(Prof.) John Murray 

[Included note:] 

11 Extract 
New York 
August 6, 1843 

My dear D. Abel 

I inform you of the result of your shipment of gold, which is as follows, as per statement 
from the Mint at Philadelphia: 
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“Memo. Of gold bullion deposited the 8th day of July 1843 , at the Mint of the United 
States at Philadelphia, by Grant & Stone, of weight & value as follows: 

Before melting 18 34/109 oz; 

After melting 181-100 oz; Fineness 
926 - 1,000^alue $344.75; 

Deduct expenses, sending to Philadelphia and agency there, $4.02 net, $340.73”. 
Signed A. Robinson 



